
 1

 
NIBS FMOC  

OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE SUBCOMMITTEE 
Facility Maintenance & Operations Committee  

and Whole Building Design Guide 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
August 7, 2007 
9:00-1:00 pm  

Prepared by Glenn Hunt, Peripheral Systems, Inc. 
http://www.psi-pa.com 

 
National Institute of Building Sciences (NIBS) 

1090 Vermont Ave, NW - Suite 700 
Washington DC 20005-4905 
Telephone: (202) 289-7800 

http://www.nibs.org 
 
 

List of Attendees (19 present, WebEx attendees partly included) 
 

Name/Title  Organization  Phone   E-mail 
 
Robert Bradford  Burns & McDonald   816-822-3895 rbradford@burnsmcd.com 
Bill Brodt  NASA   202-358-1117 wbrodt@nasa.gov 
Tim Corbett  Social Security  410-965-4865 tim.corbett@ssa.gov 
Lyle Clark??  Fort Lewis COE  
Mike Douglass  Bentley   443-956-1351 mike.douglass@benley.com 
Bill Dunn  NAVFAC  757-322-4613 william.h.dunn@navy.mil 
Bill East   ERDC   217-373-6710 bill.east@us.army.mil 
Dominique Fernandez NIBS   202-289-7800 dfernandez@nibs.org 
Robert Gair  R.S. Means  202-285-7826 bgair@rsmeans.com 
David Harris   NIBS   202-289-7800 dharris@nibs.org 
Glenn Hunt  PSI   610-385-8284 ghunt@psi-pa.com 
Jeff Kirby  USCOE   217-373-6730 jeffrey.g.kirby@erdc.usace.army.mil  
George Korte  TRM   703-548-4285 george.korte@trmnet.com 
Guillermo (Bill) Navas SMACNA  703-803-2992 bnavis@smacna.org 
Avelino (Lino) Noble NAVFACAtlantic  757-322-4651 avelino.noble@navy.mil 
Lois Sabol  D&C Srategies  202-222-0610 lsabol@dcstrategies.net 
Jean Swalley  DOS   703 875-6311 SwalleyJM@state.gov 
Harry Singh  Woolpert  703-820-8340 harry.singh@woolpert.com 
William Tippin  DMJM   703-682-4931 William.Tippin@dmjmhn.aecom.com  
Jim Watson  MACTEC  734-765-3214 jwatson@netprophet.ws 
Jack Allison* 
Toby Considine*  UNC    919-962-9073  Toby.Considine@fac.unc.edu 
Mike McSween*  Bentley     Mike.McSween@bentley.com 
Pamela Norton  Tririga   703-768-5464 pnorton@tririga.com 

 Robert Hammond* SAIC   703–682-3521 ROBERT.P.HAMMOND@saic.com 
Lori Amos* 
Lyle Fogg  USACE 
Matt Leonard*     612-718-8833 leonardhome@comcast.net 
John Johnson*  TMA     John.Johnson@TMA.com 
Gary Cox*  TMA     Gary.Cox@TMA.com 
Kerry Joels  TMA     kjoels@gmail.com 
Leo Zwik   
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INTRODUCTION (Bill Brodt / David Harris) 
 
Bill Brodt (NASA) opened the meeting and introduced David Harris who provided an 
overview and general discussion on NIBS’ new buildingSMARTalliance and NIBS 
purpose relative to building regulations with its emphasis on “information.”  An overview 
of the National Building Information Model Standard (NBIMS) was provided.  Promoting 
cost savings over full lifecycle using BIM.  The audience that will benefit includes 
everyone in the industry.  Other initiatives that interface with the BIM concept for high 
performance facilities include energy efficiency and sustainability.  A High Performance 
Building Counsel was created to support this purpose.. 
 
Construction Operations Building Information Exchange (COBIE) program update.  BIM 
and COBIE meetings will be held in December, Baltimore, MD, plus a number of other 
conferences will be held over the next year.  BuildingSMARTalliance and NBIMS 
presentations are available for use by FMOC members with the provision that they 
provide appropriate attribution.  Contact Deke Smith or Earle Kennett, and copy David. 
Harris, if PowerPoint format is essential rather than the PDF format currently available 
at: http://www.facilityinformationcouncil.org/bim/index.php. 
 
Construction Operations Building Information Exchange (COBIE) (Bill East) 
 
A preliminary pilot standard has been published.  Requirements for software 
implementation are in place informally, and COBIE is coordinated with the International 
Alliance for Interoperability (IAI).   
 
COBIE relates to Operation & Maintenance (O&M) data capture starting in the design 
phase, moving through contractors and as-builds.  Many entities are involved in the 
design of COBIE including:  NAVFAC, US Army, IAI, FIATECH’s Automated Equipment 
information eXchange (AEX), Machinery Information Management Open Systems 
(MIMOSA), OSCRE, and NIST.  In addition, t is estimated that 7-10 pieces of data are 
necessary to support the specification of a unit of equipment.  The AEX project and the 
Specification Consultants in Independent Practice (SCIP) are addressing these data 
requirements.   Currently, attributes on each piece of equipment is future consideration.  
Automated checking of submittal performance against relevant codes, standards, and 
specs is also forthcoming.   
 
The COBIE objective is to capture all data for maintenance created during design & 
construction, transfer to maintainers, operators, etc.  Contractors, suppliers, subs, etc. 
are generally responsible for “creating” the data. 
 
Design data related to COBIE includes facility, floor, space, system, register, 
component, attribute, and coordinate.  Submittal data (requirements) include schedule, 
documents, transmitting, and approvals.  Installation data includes installation (location), 
associated manuals, warranties, and spares.  Commissioning includes instructions, 
tests, and certifications.  Job plans include instructions, test, and certification.  Job Plan 
Tasks include PM, safety, trouble, start-up, shut-down, and emergency data.  Job Plan 
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Resources include materials, tools, and training.  Bill presented an overview of the 
COBIE spreadsheets one-by-one on the screen. 
 
COBIE can be employed now.  One way is by providing replacing paper documents with 
COBIE (spec) for electronic delivery.  Design-build firms and BIM vendors support the 
COBIE approach.  Early adopters include Overseas Buildings Operations, U.S. Dept. of 
State, Army Corp of Engineers, and NASA.  Individuals discussed recent experiences 
with the COBIE spreadsheet.  
 
Currently, approximately 25% of Architects/Engineers are beginning to use BIM.  A 
smaller portion are using structural interface.  Mechanical/electrical/plumbing (MEP) 
adoption (software) is expected to be released this year. 
 
Whole Building Design Guide (WBDG) http://www.wbdg.org 
 
Bill Brodt and Dominique Fernandez presented an overview of the WBDG and the 
extensive web “activity” that has been taking place since the site has been available.  A 
request was made to review the site and contents and provide comments and 
references to other information that may be of value to visitors of the site.  Texas A&M 
has supported the topics development of the various documents through capstone 
student projects.   
 
FOLLOW-ON FMOC MEETING The next FMOC meeting is planned for December 10, 
2007 at Washington Convention Center. 
 


